Essex County League - 2009/2010

The 2009/2010 season saw probably the closest finish in Mens Division 1 for quite a
few years. With only 2 matches remaining it was still a 3 way race between Frenford,
Trinity and Five Lakers (who have had a very successful first season in the top
division). Bizarrely it was last years defending champions, St Aidans-Leigh, who’s
performance would eventually decide the winners...despite the fact they were
themselves battling to avoid relegation.

So going into the penultimate match, Trinity were top of the division by 1 point and
needed St Aidans-Leigh to win their final 2 matches to stay there. Five Lakers hosted
St-Aidans-Leigh knowing they needed a 6-3 or better win to go top....but it wasn’t to
be and the Chalkwell based team beat them 6-3 to deny Five Lakers what would have
been a fantastic achievement. The final fixture saw St Aidans-Leigh host Frenford.
The visiting team needed to win just 4 rubbers to edge above Trinity in the League
and in the end won by a comfortable 7-2 margin to take the Division 1 title.

Mens Division 2 was equally as exciting, with 3 teams competing for promotion and
just 2 points separating them at the end of the day. But there can be only 1 winner and
Ramgarhia just edged the title over Chelmsford Casuals and will swap places with
relegated Thurrock next season to compete in Division 1. On the down side Mens
Division 2 saw a large number of games either conceded or played with incomplete
teams. | know from experiences in my own club that this season it has been extremely
difficult to find players committed to turning out regularly for teams. | can only hope
this was minor glitch and next season won’t see a repeat of this.

The Mixed, Combination divisions saw no surprises, with Leighway once again
dominating these events and taking both comfortably. Congratulations to them for
another impressive season. In the Ladies American Frenford managed to just grab the
title by 1 point over Leighway 2nds, to earn the club a 2" trophy for the season.

In summary this has been a relatively trouble free season. The scorecards website
needed rebuilding at the start of the season which delayed registrations and the
entering of scorecards, but seems to working ok now. There are still several
enhancements I’d like to add if I get time to simplify the process...i.e. for situations
like conceded matches. Overall though I think most clubs find it a better process than
posting match cards and waiting for very sporadic league tables to get circulated.

One thing | will definitely be doing over the summer is re-writing the County League
rules. Mainly to include use of the website, but also to propose a couple of other
potential changes. If anyone else has any proposals then I’d be happy to circulate
those also. Enjoy your summer and hopefully see you all next season.

Paul Barber
Honorary County League Secretary



Essex County League - 2009/2010 final tables

Team
Frenford 1
Trinity 1
Five Lakers 1
St Aidans-Leigh 1
Leighway 1
Thurrock 1

Team
Ramgarhia 1
Chelmsford Casuals 1
Redbridge 1
Stanway 1
Leyton Youth 1
Epping 1
St Aidans-Leigh 2
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Frenford 1
Chelmsford Casuals 1

Epping 1
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Frenford 1
Leighway 2
Stanway 1
Chelmsford Casuals 1
Leighway 1
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